
1. Functionalists: these sociologists believe society runs smoothly, and is made up of 
different parts which all work together to keep society stable. They believe people 
agree on what is important (there is a value consensus) and people generally conform 
to the norms of society. They tend to focus on the positive functions of different parts 
of society. Watch this video to find out more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
83vVeSC2_g

2. Marxists: based on the ideas of Karl Marx, they focus on inequalities based on 
social class (how much or little money someone has). They believe this is the 
main inequality in society. They argue there are two main classes: the working 
class (proletariat) and ruling class (bourgeoisie) and believe the ruling class own 
and exploit the workers, treating them badly and giving them low pay so they 
can make more money for themselves. Watch this video and find out more:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhU57_nP3zM

3. Feminists: see gender inequality, inequality between men and women, as the 
main inequality in society. They argue women are treated badly and exploited by 
men, and that society is patriarchal (male-dominated). Watch this video to find out 
more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6Dl-9pSW-4

4. Interactionists: focus on understanding the meaning people give to their 
behaviour. They focus in small scale interaction such as labelling. Watch this video 
to find out more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Dqcr0GFzl8

Theory and perspectives
Sociology understands society through different theoretical view points. In this 
activity you are asked to explore four theories and to complete a summary .

Sociology induction activities
Please bring completed work to your first sociology lesson in September

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-83vVeSC2_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-83vVeSC2_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RhU57_nP3zM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6Dl-9pSW-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Dqcr0GFzl8


Theoretical 
view

Key ideas ( create or select) an image 
to illustrate this view

Functionalism

Marxism

Feminism

Interactionism

Complete this summary table to help you identify the different theoretical 
views



Families and Households:

One of the topics you will study in year one of the course is families and households. This will 
raise questions such as, ‘What is the role of the family in society?’,  ‘How are family structures 
and roles changing?’, ‘ How does social policy shape the family?’

Activity:
Watch the C4 documentary ‘21 kids and counting’: 
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/21-kids-and-counting (free to view; C4 login 
needed). 

Write a sociological review of this programme, including: What is unusual/surprising about 
the Radford family? Are they what you expected? Why/why not? What can we learn from 
them about family life in modern Britain? What pressures do the family face and how do they 
manage these? Is this a ‘functional’ family, where everything works smoothly for the benefit 
of the whole, or a ‘dysfunctional family’? Explain your view.

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/21-kids-and-counting


Education:
One of the key considerations in this topic is why there are differences in achievement between 
social groups.  Please read the article below and answer the questions which follow. 



Please answer the following questions in the space on the next page:
What is a meritocracy?
 
Does this article suggest we live in a meritocracy? 

Why is it important that ‘poor’ students go to university?
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