
 

 

                         

Y8 Term One: Christianity in Britain 

Key terms: 

1. Martyr – Someone who dies 

for their faith 

2. Monk – A man who 

dedicates his life to God 

3. Monastery – A place where 

Monks live, pray and work 

4. Tithes – A 10% offering of 

money given to the Church 

(like a tax) 

5. Monarchy – A country 

controlled by a King or 

Queen 

6. Defender of the Faith – 

Title given to Henry VIII 

7. Indulgences – Payments 

made to the Church to get 

into heaven 

8. Church of England – The 

Church created by Henry 

VIII 

9. Protestant – Someone who 

protested against the 

Roman Catholic Church 

 

 

Early Christianity 

Christianity “post-Christ”: The minority 

faith, beginning with how the Gospel 

spread from Jerusalem, to Rome and 

across the Empire. The persecution of 

Christians happened in the arenas of 

the Empire as Christianity was illegal 

for many years, until Emperor 

Constantine had a vision from Christ 

and then converted to Christianity on 

his deathbed. We thought about whether 

this was a true conversion or just a bit 

too convenient. 

Other Christian views on the 

Pope 

Christians who are not Catholic are 

called Protestants. Protestant do not 

recognise the Pope at all. They do not 

believe that he is a direct link to Peter 

who is believed to have been elected 

the first Pope by Jesus. Protestants 

believe that no one has the ability to 

represent Jesus on earth today. 

Paul’s Journey West 

Paul’s Journeys West: St Paul had a 

dramatic conversion from being a 

persecutor of Christians to be a super 

apostle. You can read his story in the 

book of Acts 7-9. He travelled all over 

the Mediterranean and into the west. 

Paul’s journeys are recorded through his 

letters to the churches he planted in 

these areas, such as Corinth 

(Corinthians) and Ephesians (Ephesus). 

St Paul was one of the first apostles to 

spread the good news to Gentiles (non-

Jews). He eventually met his death as a 

martyr in Rome, but his impact on the 

spread of Christianity is huge. 

Faith brought to Britain 

Christianity comes to the British 

Isles, brought by the Romans, but 

what was it like to be a British 

Christian? We learnt about some of 

the famous examples of early British 

Christians such as St Aidan of 

Lindisfarne and St Hild of Whitby 

who established monasteries in the 

north of England which were places of 

mission and learning. Monks lived in 

monasteries - monasteries were often 

the first schools, hotels, universities, 

law courts, hospitals as well as 

churches. Monks had to live lives of 

chastity, poverty and obedience 

following the example of Jesus.   

King Henry and the Reformation 

King Henry VIII, The Reformation and 

beyond: Martin Luther caused ripples 

across Europe, but when Henry VIII 

decided to make himself head of the 

Church of England, was he following 

Luther’s ideas, or taking advantage of the 

power struggle in the Catholic Church to 

gain its wealth in England? We look at the 

changes in society that result from the 

reformation of the church in England and 

the dissolution of the monasteries, how the 

changes affected Catholics, the 

persecution of priests and secret worship 

Controversy & Corruption 

The medieval church had problems, 

indulgences, rich churches, poorly 

behaved clergy and members of religious 

orders. This often resulted in the 

exploitation of worshippers. We looked at 

Martin Luther (a German monk) and his 95 

theses (complaints against the Church), 

this had a huge impact resulting in the 

Reformation (change) of the Catholic 

Church. One of his main teachings, the 5 

Solas – 1. saved by grace alone, 2. through 

faith alone, 3. in Christ alone, 4.according 

to scripture alone, 5.for the glory of God 

alone – was influential in the creation of 

the Protestant Church.     



what does it 

mean to be 

religious today?

How do you live 

your religion?

How do people 

join a faith? 

#initiation

Why is faith 

important?

Inspirational 

people. Can one 

person save the 

world?

Is the UK 

a 

Christian 

country?

DIVERSITY OF FAITH

Secular: free from religious ideas and control
Secularisation: becoming less influenced by religion
Religious: practicing a faith
Diversity: A range of different things or people
Identity: the qualities, beliefs, personality, looks and expressions that make a person
Initiation: becoming a member of
Sacrament: An outward sign of an inward grace
Baptism: First Sacrament, washing away sin 

Why do people 

wear what they 

do?

Hijabs, niqabs and burqas, the Sikh 5 Ks

Malala Yousefzai , MLK Junior

Kosher and halal food rules



Year 8
Moral Issues & 

The Problem of Evil

Personal Responsibility - Drugs

What is a drug is?

Why do people take drugs?

What are the Christian beliefs about the 
sanctity and dignity of human life that 

link to drugs?

The Problem of Evil

What is suffering?

Why is there suffering?

Does suffering mean God doesn’t exist?

Is suffering necessary?

Social Responsibility - Types of 
Discrimination

What are the different types of 
discrimination?

What are the Christian teachings and some 
examples of how Christians have worked 

against discrimination in society?

Global Concerns - The Environment

What are the current environmental issues?

How can humans tackle these issues?

How Christians respond to these issues?

Medically 
Prescribed 
drugs

A chemical substance that is given to 
a person for a medical reason by a 
doctor or pharmacist

Socially 
acceptable 
drugs

A chemical substance that has some 
effect on the body or mind but is not 
considered to be “bad” by the 
general public or the law

Illegal drugs A chemical substance that has some 
effect on the body or mind (usually 
dangerous) and is not allowed by 
law

Sanctity of 
l ife

The Christian belief that l ife is 
precious or sacred because it has 
been given by God

The 
Environment

A term used to refer to the planet on which we live

Stewardship The duty to care for creation to protect it for future 
generations

Natural 
Resources

Resources that are part of the environment e.g. 
water, wood, the sun

Conservation Looking after the environment and protecting animals

Prejudice
Pre = before

Unfairly judging someone before the facts are 
known. Holding bias thoughts and opinions 
about an individual or group.

Discrimination To act against someone on the basis of sex, 
race, religion etc. Most discrimination is 
usually illegal (exception positive 
discrimination)

Scapegoat Someone who is blamed for something they 
did not do or were not completely 
responsible for

Stereotype A widely held but fixed and oversimplified 
opinion or thought about a particular type of 
person or group.

Suffering Pain or loss, which harms humans. Some suffering is 
caused by other human beings and others is caused by 
natural evil

Theodicy
Theo = relating to God

A ways that explain why there is evil  in the world when it 
was created by an all  good God

Omnipotent
Omni = all

The belief that God is all  powerful

Omniscient
Omni = all

The belief that God is all  knowing

Omnibenevolent
Omni = all

The belief that God is all  loving


