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Mexican Day oi the Dead

Throughout this projectyou will learn aboutthe

Mexican festival Day of the Dead. You will learn:

*  About the festival and Mexican culture

*  About the significance of symbols

*  To produce and refine ideas

* How to put togethera composition

*  How to mix and apply paint, show different
tones, and blend colours

Final Piece:
A sugar mask made from cardboard

Try this!

https://www.art-is-
fun.com/drawing-lessons
Watchthe video and
produce your own sugar
skull design followingthe
steps of the video.
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WAGOLL:

* Good scale

* Good use of space

= Mexican Day of the Dead symbols

= Full range of tonal value, from lightto dark
= Colour mixing

= Colourblending

= Bright, joyful colours

Year 7 Half Term One
Knowledge
Organiser

KEY EXPERIMENTS

Mark making
Water colour
Blending
Colour mixing
Cutting
Pattern making

Key Words and Definitions

Day of the Dead — a Mexican festival heldon 1 & 27
November every year to celebrate the lives of loved ones
who have died. Activities and traditions vary depending on
the local community. It is believed that the spirits of the
dead visitthe livingduringthe celebration: angelitos
(children) on 1**November; adults on 2" November.

Calacas and calaveras —skeletons and skulls.

Altar — people create altars by gathering together
photographs and mementos of loved ones, flowers, candles,
and food. Thisisa placetoremember the dead.

Papel Picado —paper cut into decorative designs is laid on
tables and hung up like bunting.

Ofrenda — offerings are left forthe dead at altarsand
graves. Ofrendas include things that would be missed inthe
afterlife, such as Bread of the Dead, fruit, sweets, cigarettes,
coffee, and alcohol.

Sugar skulls — are moulded from a mixture of water and
sugar.They are decorated with patterns, and sometimes
people’s names, inbrightcolours.

Marigold flowers — the vibrant colours and scents of the
flowers guide spiritstotheir altars. Marigolds, or flowers in

general, alsorepresentthe fragility of life.

Symbol — a sign understood as representing an idea,
object, or relationship.

Tone/value - highlight, mid-tones, and shadow. Tone is
appliedto create the illusion of 3D form and depth.

Block colour —colourinasingletone, with no variation.
Gradient — a smooth transition from one tone to another.

Colour blend - a smooth transition from one colourto
another.

Colour mix —combining at leasttwo colourstoachievea
new colour.
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6. Work large scale on a
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Use your best
design ideas
and
experiments
to date

5. Create a range of final piece

@ESIGN IDEAS

Use multiple artist references to
sketch out a range of possible
ideas and compositions (layouts)

*  Test out materials for the last time
and mix artists styles

*  Consider surreal juxtapositions-
things that don’t normally go
together like a polar bear and the
desert for example

1. Explore and be inspired by

KEY ARTISTS

* Salvador Dali * Rene Magritte

*Joan Miro *Max Ernst *Man Ray .
*Leonora Carrington *Paul Nash *Frida Kahlo .
*Manifesto of Surrealism- Sigmund Freud .

Vear Seven ferm bree

NOWILEDGE ORGANISER
Surreatism

4. Have fun with mixed media

KEY EXPERIMENTS

A sharp pencil and observation

Layering of colour- pencil crayon tone & fineliner
detail

Collage for texture- see Mark Powell & Loui
Jouver for ideas

Generating ideas and mind-mapping
Transformation and metamorphosis techniques
to explore

2. Explain & give your
opinion about artwork with

KEY WORDS

Abstract
Formal
Fantasy
Dreams elem.ents.
Controversial * Line
Bizarre e Tone
Unconventional | «  Texture
Creative « Colour
Unconscious .
* Composition
Unexpected
beauty Shape
Juxtaposition * Contrast
3. Test out

DIQAWING SKILLS

Point of reference- always have
images of surrealism or photos
you have taken in front of you
for accuracy
*  Mix artist’s styles together
Skills in pencil & pencil crayon
(tone, observation and detail)
Personal ideas- unique &
individual- wow factor




