
Your challenge: Design a patterned insect or an animal of your choice! 

See below for pattern and insect ideas…

For a higher mark show in your work that you have been inspired by an artist

• Sketch out your basic insect or animal  outline- use symmetry and the examples above to help 
you. Press on lightly so that you can rub out any mistakes. There are lots of YouTube videos to 
show you how to draw an animal out of key shapes like the example on slide 13. 

• Add pattern- use the doodle images (also known as zen-tangles) above and the artists that follow 
for ideas

• Add detail- look carefully at the insect or animal images you are drawing from to record accurate 
detail

• Add colour or monochrome shading – use tones of light, medium and dark.
• TIP: Try black biro or fine-liners on plain paper- draw outlines in pencil and fill in with pen doodles.

Artwork by artist 
Ian MacArthur

https://www.iainmacarthur.com/animals

https://www.iainmacarthur.com/animals


Ian 
MacArthur



Rosalind Monks
Decorative and patterned wildlife





What shapes can you 
doodle to represent nature?







“The eyes are perhaps the most 
important element in a piece, 
they hold every part of the 
animal’s characteristics. Bold 
colours in juxtaposition with 
abstract patterns project the 
hidden soul of a living species 
and is what compels my work.”

Juxtaposition- When two 
things placed close together (in 
this case colour and pattern) 
have a contrasting and different 
effect and make the artwork 
look striking and bold.







Animal 
templates

See also- books on how to use shapes to draw animals- some on amazon if needed



Pencil outlines and animal proportion

Step one: Draw an accurate outline from observation of 
a photo and breaking the animal’s total form down into 
a series of shapes

Step two: Add pattern detail and zentangles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbX0F2u4trQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFu8WP4_Ho4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbX0F2u4trQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFu8WP4_Ho4








Photos of animals for working from primary observation…
Look carefully at what you are drawing
VOCAB: (Hyper-realism or photo-realism)







Extending this work further
1. Review your work so far…Peer or self assessment
• WWW? (What went well?)
• EBI? (Even better if)
• NEXT STEPS?
• USE FORMAL ELEMENTS VOCAB IN YOUR ANSWERS
• ACCURATE USE OF ARTIST’S STYLE?

2. Create a series of pieces that improve each time

3. Mix artist’s styles and different media (art materials) together

4. Look up online resources
• https://www.tate.org.uk/art/teaching-resource/animals-art
• BBC bitesize
• Oak national academy- art
• Pinterest and gallery websites- Saatchi Gallery, etc (see list on here: 

https://www.independent.co.uk/extras/indybest/outdoor-activity/the-50-best-
museums-and-galleries-8204327.html)

Why is doodling important?
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmdpmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5FZTTCSTpTJCVNpdlxBfb1c/doodling-
mindless-or-mindful
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XM1QTMHdP_k
(patterns and zen-tangles for beginners)

Edwin Landseer 

The Monarch of the Glen (1851

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/teaching-resource/animals-art
https://www.independent.co.uk/extras/indybest/outdoor-activity/the-50-best-museums-and-galleries-8204327.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmdpmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/5FZTTCSTpTJCVNpdlxBfb1c/doodling-mindless-or-mindful
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XM1QTMHdP_k
http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Monarch_of_the_Glen,_Edwin_Landseer,_1851.jpg
http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Monarch_of_the_Glen,_Edwin_Landseer,_1851.jpg

